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The Australian Parent-Child Astrological Research 
Project 
by Bernadette Brady 


Abstract 

This paper is the result of research conducted on a 
database of the horoscopes of Australian parents and their 
children. The work was stimulated by Michel Gauquelin's 
hereditary work, which I judged had not really considered 
the traditional horoscopic associations that can link one 
chart to another. These associations, such as rulership of a 
planet over a sign, exaltation and angularity, are 
additional ways in which an astrological influence can be 
represented from one generation to another. This research 
paper explores these types of relationships. The results 
indicate that the astrological concepts of old rulership seem 
to be more influential than new rulerships when 
establishing a correlation between the charts of parents and 
their children. This holds true over a range of different 
experiments. However, the most interesting result in the 
entire project came from the ancient Greek disused 
technique called the noddings of the Moon. This gives 
surprisingly strong results when the mother's chart is 
considered. The data can also be examined via sorting by 
the gender of the child, as well as their order of birth. This 
proves to be quite important, with a consistent emphasis 
over most of the projects showing that the first-born child's 
chart contains a greater frequency of correlations. 
Keywords: Gauquelin, old rulership, noddings, first-born 
child. 


“Since some positive hereditary relationships are apparent under certain 
planetary conditions, why are they not apparent when we examine them under 
the horoscopic tradition? This seems to exclude any possibility that the zodiac, 
the aspects, and the houses may influence human lives.” (Gauquelin 1974, 
p252.) 

Gauquelin made this statement because he had found that in observing the 
diumal position of the Moon, Venus, Mars, Jupiter and Saturn in parents’ 
charts: 
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“ children tend to be born after the rise or culmination of one of these 
celestial bodies if the same circumstances held for the birth of one of the 
parents.” (Gauquelin 1974, p182.) 


However, he then could not find any statistical support of the correlation 
suggested by Kelper (Linz, 1619) that a child had the same Sun signs as their 
parents, or the same aspects between planets. He was similarly disappointed in 
being unable to find any statistical proof of the suggestion by Paul Choisnard 
(1919), which had been supported by the work of Kari E. Krafft (1939), that 
children tended to be born with the same Sun, Moon or Ascendant sign as their 
parents. (Gauquelin 1974.) 

In addition, in 1990, I attended a lecture by Francoise Gauquelin at an AA 
conference in Nottingham, UK, in which she spoke of their hereditary work. It 
seemed obvious to me that there were different ways of asking astrological 
questions of parent-child data. For it is horoscopic tradition that charts can 
express the same message in different ways. For example, a parent’s strong 
Saturn could be reflected in a child’s Capricorn Ascendant. Furthermore, it is 
understood within the tradition of biology that sexual reproduction does not 
make clones. A child is never totally like his or her parents, or even half of one 
and half of the other. Certainly there will be similarities in complexion from 
parent to child, but horoscopes are not about complexion. They are, according 
to astrological tradition, supposed to be about character, and that elusive word 
destiny. 


The aim of the project , 

Astrology, within its tradition, by popular knowledge and based on my own 
work in JigsawV2 (Brady & Esoteric Technologies 1998), contains the concept 
of the evolution or devolution of an astrological expression from parent to child. 
That is to say, if a parent has a particular astrological statement, for example 
Mars conjunct the MC, no astrologer would be surprised to see this Mars 
emphasis passed on to the next generation as a child with a Sun, Moon or 
Ascendant in Aries or Scorpio. Indeed, astrologers are happy to consider that 
this Mars theme could pass on to third and even fourth generations, and then 
they will talk of the Mars family theme. 

I wanted to examine the validity of such evolutional or devolutional 
astrological correlations between a parent and their child. 

I also wanted to consider the birth position of a child within a family, to see 
if that was a factor in any possible correlation between parent and child, as well 
as of course the question of gender. If first-born children tend to be a greater 
focus of parental expectations, and therefore projections, it is possible that a 
first-born child’s chart could show stronger correlations with his or her parent’s 
chart than the charts of later siblings. 
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Furthermore, I should point out to readers that my aim with the project has 
not been to try to present a proof of astrology, but is rather an attempt to 
understand the nature of the astrological link, if any, between the chart of a 
parent and that of their child. My use of statistics has been as a tool to help me 
find these possible correlations. This is different from trying to set up an 
experiment with the aim of finding statistical proof of astrology. Thus I have 
chosen to set up a wide range of hypotheses, recognising that by chance alone I 
would encounter some positive results that would be meaningless. I am aware 
therefore that any positive results found would hold value statistically only if 
they can be replicated. This, therefore, is very much an exploratory study. 


The hypotheses 

All the following hypotheses were explored looking at a single parent and a 
single child. Multiple combinations of two parents with one child were not 
explored, as it would have required a different structure to the database and 
computer tools generated to calculate the totals and statistics. In addition, as a 
pilot study, I considered that if some correlations were found then the role of 
both parents could then be considered. 

Also please note: for the sake of brevity throughout this paper the term 
‘planet’ refers to both a planet and a luminary. 

Old rulerships are those described by Ptolemy (1994), which are the Sun 
ruling Leo, Moon ruling Cancer, Mercury ruling both Gemini and Virgo, 
Venus ruling both Libra and Taurus, Mars ruling both Aries and Scorpio, 
Jupiter ruling both Sagittarius and Pisces and Saturn ruling both Aquarius and 
Capricorn. The modern rulerships are those commonly agreed by modern 
astrologers and are the Sun ruling Leo, Moon ruling Cancer, Mercury ruling 
both Gemini and Virgo, Venus ruling Libra and Taurus, Mars ruling Aries, 
Jupiter ruling Sagittarius, Saturn ruling Capricorn, Uranus ruling Aquarius, 
Neptune ruling Pisces and Pluto ruling Scorpio. 


Hypothesis 1 - angular planet in parent’s chart 

A parent’s angular planet is reflected in the child’s chart either as the same 
planet angular, any angle; or the sign ruled by the angular planet (old or new 
tulership) is the sign of the child’s Sun, Moon or Ascendant. 


Hypothesis 2 - parent’s planets in rulership 

If a parent has a planet in rulership (either modern or old), then either their 
child has this planet on an angle, or the sign ruled by this planet is the child’s 
Sun, Moon or Ascendant sign. 


Hypothesis 3 - The noddings of the Moon 
The sign to which the parent’s Moon nods? is the sign of the child’s Sun, 
Moon or Ascendant. 
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Additional queries on horoscopic techniques, which to this stage have not 
been tested against controls. 


Hypothesis 4 - reversing hypotheses 1 and 2 

A parent’s Sun, Moon or Ascendant ruler (old) has a tendency to be an 
angular planet in the child’s chart, or the planet that rules the parent’s Sun, 
Moon or Ascendant is in rulership in the child’s chart. 


Hypothesis § - exact match (Choisnard’s hypothesis) 
A parent’s Sun, Moon or Ascendant is reflected as an exact match to the 
child’s Sun, Moon or Ascendant. 


Hypothesis 6 - the Moon forming a conjunction 

If a parent has a planet conjunct their Moon, then either this planet is 
conjunct one of the child’s angles, or the sign ruled by this planet (old or new) 
is the child’s Sun, Moon or Ascendant sign. 


Combined chart hypotheses 


Hypothesis 7 - parent’s planets in rulership and exaltation 

If a parent has a planet in rulership, as well as exaltation, then the sign of 
this exaltation is represented in their child’s chart as his or her Sun, Moon or 
Ascendant sign. 


Hypothesis 8 - the double sign 

If a parent has Sun and Moon, Sun and Ascendant, or Moon and Ascendant 
in the same sign, then their child has that sign as their Sun, Moon or Ascendant. 
Or, the planet that rules the sign emphasis in the parent chart will occupy an 
angie in the child’s chart. (Old rulerships used.) 


The data 

My entire database has been collected from fellow Australian astrologers 
and Australian students of astrology. I developed a standard form on which the 
following data had to be entered: 


a) birth details of the parent 

b) gender of the parent 

c) the source of the parent’s birth time and accuracy of the birth time 

d) ithe gender of the child 

e) the birth details of the child 

f) the source of the child’s birth details 

g) whether the child was the first, second, third, or so on, born to that 
parent. 


The Australian parent-child astrological research project: Bernadette Brady 


8 Correlation 20 (2) 2002 


Alt of the parents had to be the biological parents and no details were 
collected concerning whether the child had contact in any way with a particular 
arent. 
No details were collected concerning the nature of the birth, that is, whether 
the birth was natural, Caesarean, or premature, as I did not wish to split the 
data into any further groups, preferring to work only with just gender and birth 
place in the family. 


Discarded data 

Birth times with a variation of greater than 10 minutes, because of the 
angular work. Any sources of birth data that were not from the immediate 
family or hospital records. (No rectifications of any form were allowed.) The 
gender of parent, or child, not stated on the form; or a child’s position, in terms 
of the number of children born to that parent, not stated or unclear. 

In addition, a point I did not stress on the form was that the children, or 
some of their siblings, had to be born in Australia. The parents could be born 
elsewhere but I required that the parent-child relationships function within an 
Australian society. The child may have been born in the UK so long as younger 
siblings born in Australia indicated that the child grew up in Australia. This was 
a precaution in case culture had an impact on the results. I wanted as few 
variables as possible. 

This led to my discarding about 20% of the collected data or, in the case of 
the large amount of USA data sent to me by Joan McEvers, simply being put to 
one side to be processed later as a separate USA group. 


The composition of data 

There are 1250 parent-child relationships that fulfilled all of the above 
conditions. These 1250 relationships consisted of the following types of 
individual. 

The majority of the parents were born between 1935 and 1960 while the 
majority of the children were born between 1945 and 1990. The birthplace of 
the parents is a mixture of northern and southern hemispheres but the majority 
of the children are born in Australia. 


Construction of the database 

The database was constructed in Microsoft Access and designed to take one 
parent and one child. By working with just one parent and one child at a time, I 
avoided the problem of one parent having children by different partners and 
therefore the first-born for one parent being the second or third born for 
another. 
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Figure 1: the raw numbers of the database 
Children are represented twice in this graph: once as son or daughter and then again as first-born 
or not first-born 


For each hypothesis the children were used twice, in that they were 
considered as sons or daughters, as well as first-born or not first-born. A family 
of two children and both parents consisted of four individual records in the 
database; father/child1, father/child2, mother/child1 and mother/child2. On 
each record the parent’s and child’s astrological data were entered, then the 
child’s gender and their birth order for that parent. Correlations found on this 
one record were then noted on this same record. Thus the database could be 
queried not only on the totals of a particular correlation, but also on the sub- 
groups of records such as all fathers, or all mothers and so on. 

Questions based on these three groupings (parents, gender of child, and birth 
order of child) required a smaller database than questions based on an individual 
planet’s performance. Realistically, I did not expect to collect from my fellow 
Australian astrologers a database measuring around 5,000 entries, or more, 
which individual planet work would require. 


The method of calculating the probability of an event 

For all Sun sign probabilities it was considered that the Sun spent equal 
times in all twelve zodiac signs. Similarly for the Moon, it was considered that 
the Moon spent equal time in each of the twelve zodiac signs. Thus, for the Sun 
or Moon to be in any one particular zodiac sign there is a 1 in 12 chance, or 
expressed as a %, an 8.3% probability, of occurrence. I am aware that this 
assumption is not totally correct; however, in consideration of the size of the 
database, any errors this caused would not alter the results significantly. 

For a particular sign to be rising in a child’s chart, a more accurate approach 
was needed. The actual time it takes each of the twelve different signs to rise 


The Austratian parent-child astrological research project: Bernadette Brady 


10 Correlation 20 (2) 2002 


for a given geographical area was taken into account. These times were then 
translated into percentages. For example, the probability of a child born in 
Australia having a Saturn-ruled (Capricorn or Aquarius) rising sign is 19.6%. 
However, in France, using the Gauquelin data, the probability is only 13.6%. 
Australian rising percentages were used for all the children in the Australian 
database, as the 1% - 2% born elsewhere were insufficient to affect the overall 
results. 


The method of checking the rising signs, long and short ascension for the 
southern hemisphere 

A control group was generated in Jigsaw of 500 random birth dates, for the 
latitude and longitudes of Australia over the date span of 1900 to 1960. 


In examining this control group for the 
| Observed | frequency of any one particular sign to 
be the rising sign, the following data 

were found: 

For example, if Saturn was angular, 
ye then the probability for Capricorn or 
Aquarius to be the rising (ascendant) 
Lastly, because I was working with 


only 1250 parent child combinations, I 
Cap/Aquar 19.6% 


did not take into account the seasonal 
Fig 2: rising signs for Australian latitudes 


and diurnal fluctuations of birth dates 

and birth times, as these small 

fluctuations would have no real 

influence on the final figures. 

However, if the database were 
expanded out to large Gauquelin-like numbers, then it would be necessary to 
consider these variations. 

All the data were calculated into charts using Solar Fire. A database was 
then built in Microsoft Access and all information was entered into the database 
by hand. All entries were checked a second time with a minimum of two 

‘ months in between entering and checking, to ensure accuracy. However, logic 
implies that there would still be errors in the database. All calculations for the 
project, whether sums, probabilities, expected numbers and resulting chi- 
square, were done by writing macros in Microsoft Access, and ensuring that 
these were working correctly with small samples. This ensured that human error 
could not influence these calculations. 


A note on the concept of rulership and exaltation 
A few of the hypotheses assume that rulership and exaltation’ are valid links 
between planets and signs. Thus the project, in making this assumption, is also 
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attempting to test the validity of the concepts of rulership and exaltation. For 
example, if Mercury is the planet that is angular or in rulership, then if a 
significant number of children have either Gemini or Virgo as their Sun, Moon, 
or Ascendant sign, we shall be seeing not only a possible correlation, but also 
its implication that there may be a relationship between Mercury and the zodiac 
signs of Gemini and Virgo. 


Statistical test 

The statistical test used was chi-square. The Yates correction was not 
applied as the sample sizes were considered to be above the recommended 
number’. In addition the very small continuity correction was not applied (Open 
University 1984). 


Hypothesis 1 - parents’ angular planets represented in their children’s 
charts as their Sun, Moon or Ascendant sign 
If a parent had a planet within nine degrees of any four of the angles, 
regardless of house or sign change, then that planet was considered angular. 
The charts of the children were examined to see if; that angular planet in the 
parent’s chart was: 
a) that angular planet in the parent’s chart was conjunct one of the 
child’s angles (set orb), or 
b) the sign ruled by the angular planet in new rulership represented in 
the child’s chart as the Sun, Moon or Ascendant 
c) the sign ruled by the angular planet in old rulership represented in 
the child’s chart as the Sun, Moon or Ascendant. 


Australian data 

Using both modern and old planets, the database of 1250 parent-child units 
showed 1054 parents who had a total of 1911 angular planets. The expected 
mean probability per parent of having one of these angular planets via new 
rulerships represented in their child’s chart as a Sun or Moon was 18.3%, or as 
the Ascendant sign, 18.1%. The expected mean probability of a parent’s 
angular planet being represented in their child’s chart as an angular planet 
(using a four-degree orb in the child’s chart) was 16.1%. These figures 
represented the mean probability, as different parents had varying numbers of 
angular planets, as can be seen from the raw numbers of 1054 parents having 
1911 angular planets. 
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Australian Data - Parent's Angular Planets being represented 
as a Child's Sun, Moon or Asc - NEW Rulerships - RAW 
Numbers 


Figure 3 — raw numbers of angular planets and new rulerships 


[A note on the graphs used in this paper: in reading the graph in Figure 3, 
“Fathers” represents ail the Fathers with angular planets that are represented in 
their child’s charts (son or daughter, first-born or not first-born) as a Sun, 
Moon or Ascendant sign, i.e. there were 71 fathers whose angular planets were 
represented in their child’s chart as the child’s Sun sign via new rulerships. 
Similarly, “Mothers” represent a// the mothers, and in the same way “Sons” is 
all the sons (first-born or not) whose Sun, Moon or Ascendant sign, via new 
tulership, is represented in either their mother’s or their father’s chart as an 
angular planet. Whereas there were 97 first-born children (regardless of their 
gender) whose Ascendant sign was represented in their parent’s chart (father or 
mother) as an angular planet via new rulerships. | 


As can be seen from the raw numbers given in Figure 3, no significant 
results were obtained. 


An angular planet represented as an angular planet in a child’s chart 


An angular planet in a parent’s chart being reflected in their child’s chart as 
also being on an angle. New and old planets used. 
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Figure 4: raw numbers and chi-square results angular planets being reflected as 
angular planets 


Once again there were no significant results, as to obtain a probability 
greater than 1:20 fora 1 degree of freedom a chi-square of 3.8 is required 


Old rulership - examining the question of whether an angular planet in a 
parent’s chart could be reflected in their child’s chart as a Sun, Moon or 
Ascendant sign using old rulerships 

This meant that the modern planets were eliminated from the search leaving 
only the Sun, Moon, Mercury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter and Saturn as possibly 
angular planets in a parent’s chart. The old rulerships are Sun rules Leo, Moon 
rules Cancer, Mercury rules Gemini and Virgo, Venus rules Taurus and Libra, 
Mars rules Aries and Scorpio, Jupiter rules Sagittarius and Pisces, and Saturn 
rules Capricorn and Aquarius. — 

Using only old planets, the database of 1250 parent-child units showed 920 
parents, and with a total of 1388 angular planets. The expected mean probability 
per parent of having their angular planets via old rulerships reflected in their 
child’s chart as a Sun or Moon sign was 21.6%. (This is higher than the modern 
rulership figures as in old rulerships more planets rule two signs.) In taking into 
account the different rising times for zodiac signs in Australia, the probability 
for the Ascendant sign was calculated as 21.5%. 

The results showed two potentially significant results. Firstly, that there is a 
tendency for a parent’s angular planets to be represented as any of his or her 
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Fig. 5: raw numbers of a parent having an old planet angular, and their child having the sign 
ruled by that planet as their Sun, Moon, or Ascendant sign 


Australian Data - Parent's Angular Planets being 
represented as the Child's Sun, Moon or Asc - OLD 
Rulerships - Chi-square Results 
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Fiz. 6: chi-square results (1 df) old rulership and angular planets 
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children’s Ascendant sign. Chi-square = 4.95 or p < .05 with Idf. Secondly, 
that the first-born child has a tendency to have their parent’s angular planet 
expressed as their Ascendant sign via old rulership. Chi-square = 4.88 or p 
< .05 with idf. 


Gauquelin data and the angular planet hypothesis - old rulerships 

The Gauquelin hereditary data were sampled in order to replicate the result 
from the Australian sample. The Gauquelin data differ considerably from the 
Australian data, not only in culture but also in the lack of concern with whether 
a child is the first-born or not. Thus a negative result would not necessarily go 
against the findings in the Australian data. 

The first consecutive 450 families numbered 1-450 were sampled. However, 
within that sample there were no Saturn rulerships, which were needed for the 
other hypothesis. Therefore, an additional 100 consecutive families were used 
numbered, according to the Gauquelin data, from 1200 to 1300. The size of the 
sample was simply dictated by time, as all data had to be entered by hand. 

This total sample consisted, firstly, of parents born between 1912 and 1917 
in France, then an additional 100 families with the parents born in 1900, when 
Saturn was travelling through Capricorn. 

This gave me 563 parent-child units, yielding 894 angular planets. Using the 
French rising times given below, the mean probability of a parent’s angular 
planet being reflected as their child’s Sun or Moon sign via old rulership was 
23.3%, while the probability of it being the Ascendant sign was 23.1%. 


a 
Cancer 10.4% 

by this planet - old rulership - to 

be their first-born’s Ascendant sign. 


Figure 7; rising signs for France A chi-square of 4.29 ldf orp < .05 


As in the case of the Australian 
data, I carried out the correlation 
using the mean probabilities per 
parent, while taking into account 
the actual rising % as gained from 
the lengths of time for a sign to rise 
at the French latitudes. That is to 
say, if Mercury was angular, then 
the probability of Gemini or Virgo 
as an Ascendant sign was taken as 
19%. 

The results support the statement 
that parents with angular planets 
have a tendency for the sign ruled 
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Sun Sign | Moon Sign | Expected Expect 
Ascendant Asc 
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Fig. 8: Gauquelin sample. Raw numbers of angular planets to child’s Sun Moon or Asc - old 
rulership. 


Gauquelin Data - Parent's Angular Planets being 
represented as the Child's Sun, Moon or Asc - OLD 
Rulerships - Chi-square results 
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Fig. 9: chi-square results of the Gauquelin angular planets to child’s Sun, Moon or Asc 
Sign — old rulership. 
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Hypothesis 2 - parents’ planets in rulership represented in their children’s 
charts as their Sun, Moon or Rising sign 
Once again, as for the angular planet hypotheses, new rulerships were used, 
and then later, old rulerships. Planets in rulership were noted in a parent’s chart 
and their child’s chart was examined for the following: 
1) the same planet in rulership in the parent’s chart being angular in 
their child’s 
2) _ the sign that the planet rules (modern and then later old) being 
expressed as the child’s Sun, Moon or Ascendant sign. 
Factor 1: there were a total of 1220 planets in rulership in parents’ charts; 
however, no significant results were found using new or old rulership. 
Factor 2: the above data represent the results of 901 planets in new rulership 
from 683 parents. None of the above results yielded significant chi-square 


values. 
Oe od ind ee 
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Fig. 10: raw numbers of Planets in rulership being represented in a child’s chart as the 
child’s Sun, Moon or Sscendant sign using new rulerships 
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Old rulerships 

Using only the old rulerships and therefore eliminating from the count 
Uranus, Neptune, and Pluto, probabilities for Sun and Moon were taken as all 
signs being equal in their potential; however, the probability of a particular sign 
being the Ascendant was taken from the previous calculated table of rising signs 
for Australian latitudes. This sample consisted of 842 parents with 1220 planets 
in old rulership. There were 394 first-born children in the data. The following 
results were found: 
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Fig. 11: raw numbers of planets in old rulership in a parent’s chart being reflected in their 
child’s chart as a Sun, Moon or rising sign 


Australian Data - Parent's Planets in Rulership being 
represented as the Child's Sun, Moon or Asc - OLD 
Rulerships - Chi-square Results 
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Fig. 12: chi-square results of parents with planets in old rulership having these planets 
| represented in their child’s chart as the child’s Sun, Moon or Ascendant 


Parents who have a planet in old rulership in their natal chart have a 
tendency to have this planet reflected in their first-born child’s chart as the ruler 
of the child’s Ascendant sign. Chi-square = 4.28 1 df p < .05. 

Parents who have a planet in old rulership in their natal chart have a 
tendency not to have this planet reflected in their not-first-born children’s charts 
as the ruler of the child’s ascendant sign. Chi-square = 4.12 1 df p < .05. 
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Controls performed with Australian data 

A control group was established by shuffling the data. A parent was matched 
with another child from the database. The parent-child matches were automated 
by running the family numbers backwards to select children, while the parents 
were selected by running the numbers equally forward. The rulership hypothesis 
was tested with nil results, as can be seen from the raw numbers in the table. 


Sun Sign | Moon Sign} Expected Expect 
Ascendant Asc 
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Fig.13 > raw numbers for the rulership control experiment. Parents with children of other 
family. Their planets in old rulership being the sign of the child’s Sun, Moon or Ascendant. 


The Gauquelin rulership sample 

The same questions were asked of the Gauquelin sample as used in the 
angular planet experiment. There were 560 parents with 946 planets in old 
rulership that contained 453 first-born children. The following results were 
found (see over page): 

Figures 14 and 15 show the Gauquelin sample tested for the rulership 
hypothesis. 

Parents with planets in old rulership in the Gauquelin data had a tendency to 
have the sign ruled by this planet as their first-born’s Sun sign - rather than, as 
found in the modern Australian data, as the Ascendant sign. A chi-square of 
3.94 ldf p < .05. 

Male children (sons) tended to have as their Sun sign as the sign riled by 
their parent’s planet in rulership. A chi-square of 3.88 Idf p < .05S. 
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Fig. 14 


Gauquelin Data - Parent's Planets in Rulership being 
represented as the Child's Sun, Moon or Asc - OLD 
Rulerships - Chi-square Results 


Fig. 15 
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Hypothesis 3 - the noddings of the Moon. The sign to which the parent’s 
Moon nods being represented in their child’s chart as the Sun, Moon or 
Ascendant sign 


Noddings 
Vettius Valens talks of the noddings of the Moon. 


“We also had to append the noddings of the Moon. For when 
it has made a conjunction with the Sun in Cancer and makes an 
appearance in Leo, it will nod to Taurus; then in Virgo it will 
nod to Aries; then when it has come to be in Libra, it will nod 
to Pisces; then when it has come to be in Scorpio, it will nod 
to Aquarius; then when it has come to be in Sagittarius it will 
nod to Capricorn. While looking towards the east. Then it will 
snatch away light from the second half moon while looking 
toward the west. Then when it begins to drive away light in 
Capricorn, it will nod to Sagittarius; then when it has come to 
be in Aquarius, it will nod to Scorpio; then when it has come 
to be in Pisces, it will nod to Libra; then when it has come to 
be in Aries, it will nod to Virgo; then when it has come to be 
in Taurus, it will nod to Leo; then when it has come to be in 
Gemini it will nod to Cancer.”(Valens circa 160 CE, 1997.) 


Valens continues then with a similar paragraph for the New Moon occurring 
in each of the other eleven signs. 

Rob Hand points out in his notes to this chapter that the noddings are a form 
of antiscion that works from whole sign to whole sign, rather than the modern 
idea of degree to degree. If one takes the middle of the sign of the New Moon 
and treats that like the 0 degrees Cardinal axis in solstice and antiscia points, 
then you gain the noddings of the Moon for each particular sign. 

To find the noddings of the Moon in any particular chart, it is therefore 
necessary to determine the sign of the New Moon before birth. Having found 


that sign, then go backwards in the zodiac Yo 

two signs and you will find the first xs x 

nodding, which nods to the sign in front of 

the New Moon sign. From that point, as ite. mM 
2 


fashion. en 


For example, with the New Moon in 
Virgo, its rising phase (sign in front of the 


mA 
shown, the noddings continue in an orderly Vy i 


New Moon) will be in Libra. When the Q 
Moon is in Libra it will nod to Cancer. IL on 

Then later in the same lunar month, when <2 

the Moon is in Scorpio, it will nod to the ‘The New Moon in Cancer and its Noddings 
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whole sign of Gemini. This continues around the zodiac until the Moon is 
waning and in Cancer, when its last nodding will be to Libra. The missing signs 
for this New Moon are, of course, the signs in which the Moon is not visible. 


Two points to remember concerning noddings 
a) The zodiac sign of the natal moon is the sign that nods to the other. 
It is the natal Moon that nods. 
b) The Moon nods to the whole 30 degrees of a sign. 

Vettius Valens does not give any explanation as to the astrological use of the 
Moon’s noddings. One can only assume, since the Moon is the active part in the 
concept, for it is the Moon that does the “nodding”, that it is the Moon that 
shares or gives some energy to the sign to which it nods. 

Parents who were born at a time when the lunar phase was approaching, or 
was balsamic, did not have any sign receiving the Moon’s nodding. Thus from 
the entire Australian database there were 927 parents (596 mothers and 331 
fathers) with a sign receiving the “nod” 
from their natal Moon. aie Yo x 

The probability of the child having om 
their Sun, Moon or Ascendant in the } 
same sign as the parent’s nodding was 
considered equal to a one in twelve 
chance’, i 

These results show that: 

the sign to which a parent’s Moon ref 
nods has a tendency to be their child’s 


Moon sign - chi-square = 9.29 p 

< .001 1 df; I On Jl 
the sign to which a parent’s Moon =P 

nods has a tendency to be their first-born ‘The New Moon in Virgo with the 

child’s Moon sign - chi-square = 22.65 Risng in Libra and its Noddings 

p< .00001 1 df. 


A daughter’s Moon sign will have a tendency to be the same sign as either 
. parent’s Moon nodding. Chi-square = 6.83 p < .01 1 df. 
The sign to which a mother’s Moon nods has a tendency to be any of their 
children’s Moon sign: Chi-square = 10.99 p < .001 1 df. 


Control for Moon noddings 

To test these figures a control was set up by shuffling the children ‘o0 
parents, in the same manner as described earlier. The parents’ noddings in the 
control were examined in relationship to the “children’s” Moon sign, since that 
was the strong result. The control included all 927 parents. Figure 18 (see page 
24) for the control yielded no significant chi-square values. 
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Sun Sign Moon Sign | Ascendan 
Expected 
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Fig 16: raw numbers for the noddings of the Moon. Parent’s natal Moon nods to the sign of 
the child’s Sun, Moon or Ascendant. 


Australian Data - Parent's Nodding being represented as 
a Child's Sun, Moon or Asc - Chi-square Results 
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Fig. 17: chi-square values for the noddings of the Moon 
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Figure 18: raw numbers for the control for the noddings of the Moon 


Gauquelin sample and the noddings 

There were 630 parents in the Gauquelin sample who had their natal Moon 
nodding to a sign. In testing these against their children’s charts, even though it 
was not always clear whether the child was the first born child or not, no 
significant results were achieved. 


Hypothesis 4 - reversing the flow 

All the research to this point was concerned with a stressing of a planet or a 
sign in the parent’s chart in some manner, and then considering whether this 
was reflected in a basic astrological component in their child’s chart. However, 
this next hypothesis reverses the questions posed in the first two hypotheses, in 
an attempt to find a cycle of planetary, or sign, development from one 
generation to another. Only old rulership was considered, as this was the 
system of rulership that was yielding results. The questions were as follows: 

1) Does a parent’s Sun, Moon or Ascendant ruler (old) have a 
tendency to be an angular planet in the child’s chart? 

2) Does a parent’s Sun, Moon or Ascendant ruler (old) have a 
tendency to be inherited as a planet in rulership (old) in the 
child’s chart? 

The full database of 1250 parent/child relationships was used. 

Of all of these possible connections, only one has yielded significant results. 

Of the 617 daughter-parent relationships in the database, 85 of them have 
their parent’s Ascendant ruler (old rulership) angular in their chart (5 degree 
orb). The expected value was 67.9. 

This yielded a chi-square of 4.32 or p<.05 1 df supporting the statement 
that: , 
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daughter tends to have her parent’s Lord of the Ascendant (ruler of the 
Ascendant) as an angular planet in her chart. 

This needs a great deal more work, but if it holds up to further testing it has 
interesting implications that are discussed later. 


Hypothesis 5 - exact match of parent’s Sun, Moon or Ascendant sign to 
their child’s Sun, Moon or Ascendant sign. (Choisnard’s hypothesis) 

At this stage only the Australian data have been used to see whether the sign 
of a parent’s Sun, Moon or Ascendant is represented as an exact match to their 
child’s Sun, Moon, or Ascendant, as follows: 

1. the parent’s Ascendant sign being an exact match to their child’s 


Ascendant 

2. the parent’s Sun sign being an exact match to their child’s Sun 
sign 

34 the parent’s Moon sign being an exact match to their child’s 
Moon sign. 


The probabilities of the Sun, Moon and the Ascendant were all taken as an 
equal opportunity to match with the parent. As discussed earlier, the difference 
imposed on the probability of a given sign rising in Australian latitudes tends to 
be minimised by the randomness of the parent’s Ascendant sign. 

There were 1250 parents, and of these there were 633 parent-son pairs and 
581 parent-first-born pairs. 
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Fig. 19: raw numbers for the exact match of Sun, Moon or Ascendant sign between a parent 
and their child 
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This initial study indicates that there is a possible connection between the 
natal Moon sign of either parent to: 

1) their first-born child’s moon sign, chi-square = 5.02 1 df p< .05 

2) any male child’s Moon sign, chi-square = 5.01 1 df p< .05. 


Australian Data - Parent's Sun, Moon or Ascendant sign 
matching their Child's Sun, Moon or Ascendant sign - 
Chi-square Results. 


Fig. 20: chi-square results for exact match of zodiac sign of parent’s Sun, Moon or Ascendant to 
their child’s Sun, Moon or Ascendant 


Hypothesis 6 - If the Moon is conjunct a planet in a parent’s chart, it is 
reflected in their child’s chart. 
For this hypothesis any parent who had a planet conjunct their natal Moon 
using a nine-degree orb was recorded in the database in the following way: 
a) the planet that was conjunct the parent’s Moon 
b) __ the orb of this conjunction - plus or minus nine degrees was the 
maximum allowed 
Cc) whether the Moon was separating or applying to the conjunction. 
(A Moon applying to a conjunction is one whose zodiacal 
degrees are earlier in the zodiac than the planet, and therefore, 
at a time shortly after the birth, the transiting Moon will form 
the exact conjunction.) 
Then the charts of the children of these parents were examined to see if they 
had the same planet, as follows: 
a) the sign ruled by this planet being the child’s Sun, Moon or 
Ascendant sign via rulership (both new and old rulership tested) 
b) _ the actual planet forming a conjunction with one of the child’s 
four angles. 
There were 460 parents who had 541 planets conjunct their natal Moons. 
The parents consisted of 311 mothers and 149 fathers. 
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The first factor (a) failed to yield any significant results. In other words, 
such a planet in the parent’s chart indicating the Sun, Moon or Ascendant sign 
(in old or new rulership) in their child’s chart did not yield any significant 
results. 

However, the second factor (b) did give positive results. There is an 
indication that when a planet is conjunct the parent’s Moon, then that planet has 
a tendency to be conjunct one of the child’s angles. All planets were used. 

The probabilities of this planet being conjunct a particular angle were taken 
to be equal. Only a four-degree orb was used. However, in calculating the 
expected results, an orb of 4.5 degrees was used to cover any unconscious 
expansion of orbs. Thus the figures are slightly biased against significant 
results. 

There were five significant results; 

a) mothers who have a planet conjunct their Moon tend to have children 
with this planet conjunct one of the angles of their chart; chi-square 8.18 1 df 
p< .01 

b) daughters tend to have a planet on their angles in their chart if one of 
their parents also has that same planet conjunct their natal Moon; chi-square 
3.83 1 df p< .05 

c) the first-born child tends to have a planet on an angle in their chart if one 
of their parents also has that same planet conjunct their natal Moon. Chi-square 
6.33 1 df p< .05 


a a 
Moon 


Fig. 21: raw numbers of planets conjunct parent’s Moon being conjunct any angle in their child’s 
chart 
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Australian Data - Planets conjunct(Applying and 
Separating) Parent's Moon being conjunct a angle in the 
child's chart. Chi-square Results 
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Fig. 22: chi-square results of planets conjunct parent’s Moon being conjunct an angle in their 
child’s chart 


d) any child tends to have a planet on an angles in their chart if one of 
their parents also has that same planet in a separating conjunction to their 
natal Moon; chi-square 4.12 1 df p< .05 

e) any child tends to have a planet on an angles in their chart if one of 
their parents also has that same planet conjunct their natal Moon; 
chi-square 4.47 ldf p< .05. 


Hypotheses containing two astrological factors 

The next two hypotheses explore combinations of astrological features in a 
parent’s chart to see if these are reflected in their child’s chart in some way. The 
logic for this type of approach is that astrologers believe that charts are really 
whole units, rather than collections of planets, aspects and signs, and the possible 
potential of one factor being reflected in the child’s chart may be, according to 
horoscopic tradition, enhanced or strengthened by the presence of other 
supporting features in the parent’s chart. There are thousands of possible 
variations here, but I have tested just two, formulated from my own experiences 
over many years as a consulting astrologer. 


Hypothesis 7 — parent’s planets in exaltation 

Given the potential of a planet in rulership to be represented in a child’s chart, 
the condition of exaltation was also examined; firstly, for the sake of 
completeness, being reflected in a child’s chart in its own right , and secondly, to 
look at the potential of exaltation when there are also planets in rulership in the 
parent’s chart. 
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Fig. 23: raw numbers for parents with an exalted planet as well as a planet in rulership, 
with their child having their Sun, Moon, or Ascendant sign in the sign of the exaltation of 
the planet. The following graph shows the chi-square values of this query. 


Australian Data - Combined - Rulership and Exaltation. 
Exalted sign being represented as a Child's Sun, Moon or 
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Fig. 24: chi-square results of the combination of rulership and exaltation in a parent’s chart, 
and their child having their Sun, Moon, or Ascendant sign the same as the exalted planet 
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Using the Australian data, any parent who had a planet in exaltation in their 
natal chart was considered. 

The exaltations are: Sun in Aries, Moon in Taurus, Mercury in Virgo, 
Venus in Pisces, Jupiter in Cancer and Saturn in Libra. 

Children’s charts were then examined for the following factors. 

a) The sign in which the planet is exalted being represented as the 
child’s Sun, Moon, or Ascendant sign. 

The expected probabilities were calculated as for Hypothesis 6. For this first 
part of the project there were 573 planets in exaltation from 462 parents. No 
significant results were found. 

b) The parent also having a planet in rulership, as well as another 
planet in exaltation, the sign in which the planet is exalted 
being represented as the child’s Sun, Moon, or Ascendant sign. 

There were 334 planets in exaltation from 285 parents who also had a planet 
(any planet or luminary) in old rulership. Of these there were 156 male 
children. 

The following table shows the raw numbers for this project. More data are 
needed to expand this project. 

Sons show a tendency to have the sign of their parent’s exalted planet as 

a Sun sign if that parent also has a planet in rulership. Chi-square 8.41 1 df 
p< .01. 

Mothers show a tendency to have their exalted planet reflected in their 
child’s Sun sign, provided they (the mothers) also have a planet in rulership. 
Chi-square 5.32 1 df p < .05 

First-born children show a tendency to have their Sun in the same sign as 
their parent’s exalted planet provided the parent also has a planet in rulership. 
Chi-square 7.01 1 df p < .01. 

Any child has a tendency to have his or her Sun in the same sign as either 
parent’s exalted planet provided that parent also has a planet in rulership. Chi- 
square 5.32 1 df p < .05. 


Hypothesis 8 - the double sign project 
The parents who had one zodiac sign ruling either their: 
a) Sun and Moon, 
b) Sun and Ascendant, 
c) Moon and Ascendant 
were sorted into a separate group. Their children’s charts were then examined 
for the following questions: 
a) Does the child have that sign, or the other sign with the same 
rulership, either as a sun, moon or ascendant? Old rulerships were 
used, i.e. Aries as the double sign in the parent’s chart with the child 
having either Scorpio or Aries as their Sun, Moon or Ascendant. 
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b) Does the child have the planet that rules the double sign in the 
parent’s chart conjunct one of his or her angles? Old Rulerships used. 
There were 296 parents in the database with a double sign signature. 
Question b) gave nil significant results. However, question a) indicated 
that further research and more data are required. 
In researching the double sign signature results were found that indicate the 


following: 
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Fig. 25: raw numbers for double sign hypothesis 


Australian Data - Double Sign Signature - Chi-square Results 
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Fig. 26: chi-square values for double sign hypothesis 
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When parents have an emphasis of a zodiac sign via two out of three of their 
Sun, Moon or Ascendant in the same sign, then there is: 
a) a tendency for the first-born child to have that sign (or its partner 
sign ruled by the same planet) as his or her Moon sign; chi-square 
6.17 1dfp<.05 
- b) a tendency for the first-born not to have that sign (or its partner sign 
ruled by the same planet) as his or her Ascendant sign; chi-square 
5.07 1 df p<.0S. 
This project, like all of them, requires replication by other researches, as 
well as by myself, using different samples. 


The results - a summary 
The statistics 


The total number of chi-squares performed for the entire project was 338. 
This included all controls. These tests yielded the following results: 


Total tests 18 4 2 1 
338 
Expected 16.9 3.4 
results 
At first glance we could consider that all the results of p<.05 could be 


disregarded, and possibly even the four results of p<.01. However, the 
distribution of these results is interesting. 


Rulership - old versus new 

Of the 42 different chi-square tests performed for the questions based on 
new tulerships not a single chi-square result was significant. All of the chi- 
square tests which involved rulership gave significant results only when old 
rulership was used. 


Distribution of significant chi-square results within the members of a family 

Of the 25 positive chi-square results, 19 were based on a person’s position 
within their family. Figure 27 shows the distribution of these results. 

The emphasis of the significant results involving the first-born child 
indicates that these results are not due purely to chance. For the chance of 
obtaining such results randomly (using Yates’ correction due to the low 
numbers of each cell) is the following: 

expected results per category = 3.17 results (19/6). 

The probability of obtaining a score of 10 for the first-born is: 

chi-square 12.65 1 df yields p< .001. 


The Australian parent-child astrological research project: Bernadette Brady 


Correlation 20 (2) 2002 33 


Distribution of Chi-square positive results via position in the family 


Fathers Mothers Sons Daughters _‘ First Born Not First 
Born 


Fig 27: the distribution of chi-square results 


This gives a strong probability for a correlation existing between parents’ 
charts and the chart of their first-born child. 

To summarise the whole project, there is statical support for the following 
statements: 

a) The horoscopic tradition of old rulerships seems to be of greater 
importance than new rulerships in correlations between a parent’s 
chart and their child’s. 

However, this project requires replication through further research using 
different populations. 

One of the astrological points to emerge from the project is that old 
tulerships are consistently yielding far better results than the modern rulership 
system. This means not that modern rulerships are invalid, but rather that in the 
particular field of parent-child astrological correlations the message seems to be 
more strongly written in this older astrological language. 

These rulerships, and indeed the concept of the essential dignities, are 
additionally supported by the exaltation research. This yielded surprising 
results, showing that the sign rather than the planet was reflected in the child’s 
chart, and that this was increased if the parent also had a planet in old rulership. 

If this work is supported by further research, then it will entail a re- 
evaluation of the relevance of exalted planets in ancient and medieval astrology, 
and hopefully some inclusion of it into the modern astrologer’s thinking. At this 
stage it is too early to philosophise about the implications of this result. 
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b) A child’s chart has a greater astrological correlation to his or 
her parent’s chart if they are the first-born child of that parent. 
Strong significances (1 in a 1,000 probability) based on the 
summing of chi-square results, rather then a question asked 
directly of the database. 

This strong result is logical if we consider the following astrological and 
psychological points. 

Horoscopic tradition dictates that a parent with an angular planet, or a planet 
in rulership, will have an expression of that in their personality or life-style. If 
it is not present, then the parent may well have an awareness of that quality, but 
will tend to project it on to others (Hamaker-Zondag 1990). 

Linked to this astrological statement is the psychological observation that, 
due to the first-born child receiving more of the attention, photographic interest, 
and solo time with the parents (Leman 1998) there is a good chance that this 
child receives strong parental projections. 

c) If a mother’s Moon nods to a zodiac sign, then that sign has a 
tendency to be the Moon sign of any of her children. Very 
significant: 1 in 1,000. 

d) The first-born child’s Moon sign has a tendency to be the same 
sign as that to which the parent’s moon nods. Very significant: 1 
in 100,000. 

e) A parent whose Moon nods to a sign has a tendency to have a 
child whose Moon is in that same sign (as the parent’s nodding). 
Very significant: 1 in 1,000. 

f) A daughter has a tendency to have her Moon in the sign to 
which either parent’s Moon nods. Very significant: 1 in 100. 

These are by far the most significant results of the entire project, but they do 
need to be independently replicated. Hopefully, with such strong results other 
researchers will be tempted to explore this correlation. 

I considered the noddings because they represent a more lunar style of 
aspecting, not so much because they involve the Moon, but rather because the 
shifting and flowing nature of the noddings fitted the old lunar astrology better 

. than the logical Greek solar model currently in use. Thus I included the 
research into the noddings of the Moon as an attempt to examine the links 
between parent and child in a more lunar fashion. 


Discussion 

The aim of the project was to expand the research into correlations between 
parent and children charts to include queries which were strongly based within 
the horoscopic tradition, and also to explore these links, not so much in an 
attempt to gain a statistical proof of astrology, but rather in an endeavour to 
learn more about these possible links. 
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As an astrologer, I was looking for the mechanism behind the apparent 
passage of an astrological signature from one generation to another, creating a 
theme in a family tree. The results of this project imply a few interesting points 
in this larger question. However, I am well aware that all of these points 
require greater research, yet I will lay them out here for the sake of the 


completeness of my thinking. 


There are indications of support, in varying degrees, for the following 


statements: 


Parent’s chart |First-born 
child 


Angular planet} Sign X as 
(old __rulership)| Ascendant 
rules zodiac sign 
Xx 


Planet in old} Sign X _ as 
rulership in} Ascendant 
zodiac sign X 

planet in 

rulership (old) 

Moon in zodiac] Moon in zodiac} Moon in zodiac 
sign X sign X sign X 


Mothers only:|Planet Xx 
planet X{conjunct one of 
conjunct Moon | the angles 


Mothers _ only: | Moon in sign X Moon in sign X 


Sun sign” in 
zodiac sign X 


Planet exalted in 
sign X and also a 


Moon nods to 
zodiac sign X 


Thus a child who seems to inherit a planet conjunct their angles via their 


Mother’s chart containing a Moon conjunct that planet, may pass that angular 
planet to their first-born child. This may be passed on to the next generation by 
the sign ruled by that planet becoming the grandchild’s Ascendant. 


More simply put, a grandmother with Mars conjunct her Moon could have a 


child with Mars on one of his or her angles, and thence possibly a grandchild 
with Aries rising. This is a far-fetched statement, but it shows the ultimate aim 
of the project: an attempt to explore the mechanism of apparent hereditary 
astrology. 
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So, in returning to the opening quote in this paper, made by Michel 
Gauquelin in 1974, I would suggest that the horoscopic tradition does stand up 
to more detailed examination in hereditary astrological work, provided one is 
prepared to ask more meaningful horoscopic questions, and not simply to look 
for exact matches from one generation to the next. 
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Endnotes 
' The work of such modern authors as Dr Kevin Leman, Elizabeth Vogel, Frank J. 
Sulloway and William Wright support the view that children perform and act differently 
depending on their birth position within a family. 
2 An explanation of the noddings of the Moon is given under that hypothesis. 
3 The exaltations as given by Ptolemy in his Tetrabiblos Book 1 are: Sun in Aries, Moon 
in Taurus, Mercury in Virgo, Venus in Pisces, Mars in Capricorn, Jupiter in Cancer and 
Saturn in Libra. 
* “A common tule is 5 or more in all cells of a 2-by-2 table, and 5 or more in 80% of 
cells in larger tables, but no cells with zero count. When this assumption is not met, 
Yates’ correction is applied.” Dr David Garson, Professor of Public Administration, 
College of Humanities and Social Sciences, North Carolina State University, Editor, 
Social Science Computer Review - University web site. 
>The rising sign probabilities were calculated using the actual rising times for the zodiac 
at Australian longitudes and latitudes. These mean probabilities are for the totals. In the 
actual calculations each sub-group, e.g. mothers or sons, etc., had their mean 
probabilities automatically calculated and used in the calculation of the chi-square for 
that particular sub-group. 
The past two hypotheses have shown that the impact on expected numbers for rising 
signs for a given latitude was showing only small variations from the expected numbers 
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for the planetary figures. Thus, for this first look at this rather unusual horoscopic 
technique, this rounding was considered acceptable. If the Ascendant started to indicate 
that it was important, then the probability for each particular sign to be rising would 
need to be applied to every chiid’s chart and a new mean probability found. 
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